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Counties should take a keen interest on Kenya’s foreign policyCounties should take a keen interest on Kenya’s foreign policyCounties should take a keen interest on Kenya’s foreign policyCounties should take a keen interest on Kenya’s foreign policy    

� Under the Constitution of Kenya, foreign policy and foreign relations are all 

exclusive functions of National Government. Ideally, counties are supposed to 

keep off these functions; to be left to the mandarins at the Ministry of Foreign 

affairs to deal. However, we submit that county governments have a direct interest 

in Kenya’s foreign affairs and policy.  

� The Constitution envisages them as the centers of agricultural and technological 

development.  Given that at the global level science & technology is increasingly 

being recognised as a key force in shaping international relations and technology 

transfers, counties should take a keen interest in Kenya’s foreign policy and fully 

benefit from such emerging themes. To ensure uptake, there is required massive 

cooperation and consultation between the two levels of government. Let us put 

issues in clear perspectives. 

Science and technology diplomacyScience and technology diplomacyScience and technology diplomacyScience and technology diplomacy    

� While the role of science and technology in international security and energy is 

widely acknowledged, it is only now that its pervasive role in international 

relations is being recognised. This phenomenon is explicit in the character and 

content of a number of major international environmental agreements adopted 

by governments in the last decade, especially in the environmental field.  

� Advances in a number of fields such as genetics have resulted in the call for new 

international regulatory instruments. Technological developments in other fields 

such as satellite imagery are starting to shape the prospects for monitoring 

compliance to international agreements. In still other fields, advances in the 

sciences are opening up new opportunities for solving persistent problems in 

health, agriculture and environmental management and thereby raising new 

issues about access to new knowledge for development. 
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� Globally, these trends are starting to place new demands on the functioning of 

ministries of foreign affairs and other government organs that deal with 

international development issues. Recent international negotiations surrounding 

the role of biotechnology in the international economy have highlighted the 

growing impact of science and technology in international diplomacy.  

� Relations between countries are based largely on existing patterns of industrial 

and agricultural production, as well as the associated trade. Technologies that 

change the patterns of production have the potential to create new trade relations 

and affect the nature of international cooperation. Science and technology is 

currently viewed in the industrialized countries as a major tool for international 

competitiveness. But this view has emerged concurrently with the growing 

recognition of the need to use emerging technologies to address the needs of the 

poor. 

� All the African countries have defined agriculture as a priority. In Kenya, the 

letter and spirit of the Constitution envisages Counties as centers of agricultural 

development and productivity. This is partly because of the chronic food 

shortages and partly because of the recognition of the strategic role that 

agriculture plays.  

� Moreover, agricultural production and environmental management are 

intricately linked into a complex system of the provision of ecological services.  

These relationships are expressed in a number of international agreements, which 

most African counties, including Kenya, have ratified.  

� In addition to international commitments to sustainable agriculture, African 

countries are also signing on to new agreements that require reductions or 

elimination of the use of chemicals such as persistent organic pollutants. These 

commitments entail the use of new approaches that do use traditional 

agrochemicals.  The general direction of international policy is to shift towards 

agricultural approaches that emphasize sustainable practices.   
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� On the whole, there is growing recognition of the importance of sustainable 

agriculture, providing new opportunities for applying emerging technologies in 

economic development Sustainable agriculture will require us to make prudent 

choices. To do so, we must not be restricted to using only the technologies 

available today.  

� Making such decisions requires access to a wider range of technologies, especially 

those resulting from advances in molecular biology. Undue restriction of the use 

of these technologies is inconsistent with sustainable agriculture and would 

undermine long-term ecological and human welfare.   

Governors as policy championsGovernors as policy championsGovernors as policy championsGovernors as policy champions    

� Bringing science and technology to the centre of our economic renewal will 

require more than just political commitment; it will take executive leadership. 

This challenge requires ‘concept champions’, who in this case will be the head of 

state and governors. They must work together to spearhead the task of shaping our 

foreign relations around the role of science and technology.  

� Such leadership is starting to emerge if the Machakos governor recent overtures 

are anything to go by. So far, we have not developed national policies that 

demonstrate a sense of focus to help channel emerging technologies into solving 

developmental problems. We still rely on generic strategies dealing with ‘poverty 

alleviation,’ without serious consideration of the sources of economic productivity.  

� These strategies are developed mainly to meet bureaucratic requirements by 

international donor agencies and cannot serve as a substitute for executive 

leadership on strategic issues such as agricultural sustainability. Therefore, the 

executive leadership at the national and county level should as a matter of 

necessity design policy strategies that demonstrate a sense of focus to help channel 

emerging technologies into solving developmental problems. Governors must 

realize that county agricultural capacity is certainly the bedrock of food security in 

Kenya.  
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� They must also be aware that boosting productivity requires more fertilizers and 

seeds, stronger research and development, and a more coordinated and responsive 

extension system staffed by experts versed in the behaviors and habitats of local 

farming communities.  Therefore, counties should adopt proper strategies in 

county policy-making and legislative development.  

� Such strategies should focus on harnessing the use of better technologies. 

Governors should actively engage the Ministry of Foreign affairs and its diplomats 

with a view to bring ‘home’ suitable technological practices for agricultural 

productivity. Hence, cooperation between the two levels of government is not an 

option, it is must. 

 


